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• Access to cutting edge technologies and infrastructure
• A positive environment that provides hope
• Recruitment and retention of health care professionals 
• Novel training opportunities 

“Improved outcomes for 
patients treated in institutions 

with an active clinical 
research programs”

Cutting Edge Healthcare 
Depends on Research
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Ethnically Diverse Region



Strong Networks Depend on 
Strong Partners



Healthcare Visioning W-E Region
• 2009 WRH consultation “unequivocal appetite for 

health research in Windsor-Essex, particularly in the 
area of cancer” 

• Assembly of regional cancer researchers WRH & 
UofW

• Windsor Cancer Research Group (WCRG)

• Official Launch 2012



WCRG Vision

A united community bridging 
cutting edge research with world-

class cancer care



Strategic Priorities 

• Enhance the quantity and quality of 
regional cancer research 

• Increase the acquisition and 
utilization of infrastructure 

• Support training and professional 
development 

• Empower our community through 
education and engagement



Cancer Smart Community

Educate & 
Empower 

Youth and 
Student 

Engagement

Enriching 
health-care 

culture 

Translating and connecting cancer research to empower the 
Windsor-Essex community.

• Supporting patients 
through their journey

• Empowering Windsor 
Essex community 
through education

• Bringing together 
research teams

• Professional 
development 

• Novel training 
programs with a focus 
on cancer research

• Getting 
youth/adolescence 
engaged 



Professional Development
Biennial Cancer Research Conference:  2012, 2014, 2016 

• 480 Participants
• 24 institutions represented
• 181 speakers and presenters



2018 Cancer Research Conference
November 17, 2018

Registration 
Open!



Updates about grant & research opportunities

Think Tanks:  Moving Ideas Forward
Enhance Collaboration



3 – 5 minute ‘pitches’ for a research idea

Moving Ideas Forward  
Think Tanks



Moving Ideas Forward  

Small Group Discussion – Goal oriented

Think Tanks



Think Tank Outcomes
Moving Ideas Forward  

• 11 Think Tanks; 33 presentations
• 151 different individuals: representing 5 hospitals, 8

universities/colleges, 6 industrial partners
• Cancer grants submitted - more than TRIPLED!
• 75 active research collaborations



Engaging Youth & Trainees

TRAINING
• Graduate students
• SWORP
• Fellows
• RIOT (Graduate student outreach)
• CURES (Cancer Undergraduate Research Education Students)



Unique Training Opportunities 
CURES (Cancer Undergraduate Research Education Students)

• 48 students
• Training workshop, introductory package & website 
• Ran 14 outreach events
• Created 15 educational tools

October 2017



CURE  03-03-375
(Cancer Undergraduate Research Education)

• 42 students
• Learn cancer biology and cancer research
• Conduct ethical fundraising and outreach
• Develop communication skills 
• Learn about non-profit; marketing science/research
• Move forward community outreach and translation 

of research #wcrgCURES



CURE Projects 
• WCRG radio program & music video
• Textbook on cancer education and outreach
• Resource to outline available support programs and research 

into better supporting cancer patients 
• Research project on how to use social media effectively to 

reach different age groups
• Childrens book about cancer research



Cancer Education Day 

December 18th



Outreach: Newsletters 
WCRG Matters  & The Bridge 

• Biannual community newsletter distributed to 556
• Bimonthly members newsletter distributed to 339
• Want on our mailing list? Contact Karen! 
• Send events you want posted! 
• All newsletters are on our website



Social Media Campaign
Facebook and Twitter  - Instagram in progress! 

@WindsorCRG



WCRG Researcher SNAPDShot
SNAPD Magazine

Dr. Ken Schneider Dr. John Trant Ms. Krista Naccarato Dr. Josée Jarry

MARCH MAY AUGUST NOVEMBER



14 Annual Outreach Events 

Researcher Showcase Lets Talk Cancer Cancer Education Days

Science 
Rendezvous

Halloween 
Open House

Fac. of Sci
PASS



Cheers to Hope

• 140 attendees
• 12 CURES 

volunteers 
• Recognized 2 

‘Ambassadors of 
Hope’  



Researcher for a Day

• Empower children/youth and their families through 
their cancer journey and encourage them to be 
research ambassadors

• Covered by AM800, CBC, CTV, UWindsor Daily News, 
WRH and Windsor Parent Magazine

• International distribution

Pilot in November 2017 (Lead: Youshaa El-Abed)



Community Input WCRG 

Youshaa El-Abed

Undergraduate Student, 
Biological Sciences
CURES Lead Volunteer

“I owe the WCRG a huge thank you 
for an invaluable experience and the 
opportunity to work with local 
physicians and researchers. Being 
part of this group has been 
incredibly rewarding and has 
undoubtedly enhanced my pursuit 
for a career in medicine.”



Community Input WCRG 

“The WCRG is a leader in our community. What sets them apart 
is their strong dedication to cancer research combined with a 
desire and willingness to collaborate with anyone interested in 
moving forward. So many organizations work in silos, not WCRG. 
They have built a strong base within our community and beyond. 
As a member of this community, a business owner and a cancer 
survivor I am proud of what they have accomplished thus far and 
can’t wait to see what they are able to do in the future.”

Jeff Casey

Owner, snapd Windsor
Cancer Survivor



Cancer Smart OUTCOMES 

Educate & 
Empower 

Youth and 
Student 

Engagement

Enriching 
health-care 

culture 

Translating and connecting cancer research to empower the 
Windsor-Essex community.

• 14 Annual Events
• 15 Educational 

Activities
• Community 

newsletters
• Social media 

• 360 members
• 75 active collaborations
• 34 research grants
• 13 clinical trials 
• 152 publications
• $3,200,000 funding

•155 student trainees
•CURES/RIOT teams 
mobilized
•1 undergraduate course 
launched
•90 CURE trainees

2017 metrics



Cancer Smart Community

• Invigorated health research 
environment

• Trustworthy and valued 
research and innovation

• Engaged research community 
motivated to tell their stories 

• Community that is informed 
and educated about the value 
of cancer research



Elevating Partnership Potential

• Establishing Erie St. Clair LHIN 
as a strong health research 
partner

• Opportunities for 
collaboration

• Working together to tackle 
regional healthcare challenges 



Thank-you for your attention
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